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Pine Trees with Scars in Higashiyama

Despite being on the verge of losing the war,
Japanese people —both young and old — continued
to devote themselves to supporting their country.
At the end of the Pacific War, Japan faced an
increasingly desperate situation. The loss of the
Southern Front cut off access to vital resources,
and the United States’” embargo left Japan
severely short of fuel for airplanes. As a result,
the government urgently searched for alternative
fuel sources.

One idea was to extract resin from nearby pine
trees. Ueda City, where the climate is relatively
dry and well suited for red pine forests,
produced the largest amount of pine resin in the
prefecture. Local residents formed a group called
the Yamanba Society to collect as much resin as
possible. However, no test aircraft was ever able
to take off using pine resin as fuel.

Special tools were used to cut into the trunks,
leaving permanent scars. Today, these marks
remain as a reminder of the extreme shortages
Japan faced during the final stages of the war.
Seeing these damaged trees made me feel sad
because they show how even nature becomes
a victim of human conflict. Their resin was
taken in a desperate attempt to create substitute
airplane fuel after Japan lost access to vital
resources. Wars have devastating effects not
only on people but also on the natural world. I
strongly believe that such tragedies should never
be repeated.
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Remains of the Underground Plane Parts
Factory in Nikota, Ueda

In December 1944, the Mitsubishi Industries fifth
plant in Nagoya was destroyed by air raids and the
Tonankai earthquake. This caused the military to
move their various facilities inland and set their sight
to Nagano Prefecture. The army started creating
their secret imperial headquarters in Matsushiro and
an underground plane parts factory in Ueda City.
Construction for the underground factory began in
June 1945. The army had secret code names for these
projects. The Matsushiro headquarters was called
“Ma Construction”, while the code name for the
underground factory was “U Construction.” Over 500
Japanese soldiers and 4,400 Korean people contributed
to its construction. However, only 50~100 meters of the
underground factory was built when the war ended a
month and a half later.

This is a place that local Kawanishi Elementary
School students always visit. When [ was in
elementary school, I learned that there were
remains of a local battlefield nearby. Visiting
this area again years later, I realized that war
is not a distant time or place. My attitude
towards learning from textbooks and the news
has changed, and I am now able to see these
historical sites as something that concerns me
personally. It made me feel that if we young
people cherish the attitude of spreading our
message not only within Japan but also to the
world, it would be a step towards a better future.
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The Semi-Underground Construction Factory

=4

This is the former site of the Ueda Semi-
Underground Construction Factory. Mitsubishi’s
facilities in Nagoya City at the time made
airplane parts and were destroyed by air raids.
The air raids on Japan’s mainland became
more intense after the fall of Saipan in July
1944. So, the company decided to relocate to
Ueda City. They also decided to open multiple
factories rather than having one main location
in case they were bombed. They were thinking
of building a large-scale factory, but the
construction stopped soon after because the war
ended. Therefore, it never fulfilled its purpose.

We can still see today the location of where the
army tried to hide the airplanes from bombers.
The army made good use of the terrain and dug
out areas in the airfield that used to be wide
riverbanks to place the planes, which they then
covered with special camouflage netting.

Today, parts of the original concrete foundation
of the factory can be found in the city. They
are reminders of the war. The damage caused
by the air raids was immense, and I feel it truly
demonstrates the suffering caused by the war.
Now, the number of people who experienced the
war is decreasing. I feel that it is important to
know about these events to pass the knowledge

/ML ALK Ayaka Koyama

on to the next generation. Through these
experiences, I learned that war is not just a thing
of the past but is connected to our lives today.
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Former Ueda Airfield

The Great Depression of 1929 caused the Showa
Depression in Japan. As a result, the number of

unemployed people increased. The people of Ueda
City also struggled because of the poor economy
in 1931. To help support the community, the city
decided to build an airport. It was later donated to
the army in 1933. This donation took place after
the Mukden Incident.

The Mukden Incident occurred when part of the
Japanese-owned railway near Mukden, in northern
China, was destroyed. The Japanese army used
this as a reason to take control of Manchuria. The
donation of the Ueda Airfield happened during
this period—after the Mukden Incident and in the
years leading up to World War II.

At Ueda Airfield, about 200 to 300 civilian and
military aircraft were used. In 1945, it became a
training base for Kamikaze pilots, and about ten
fighter planes actually took off from the base for
attacks. The second air raid on Ueda targeted this
airfield on August 13, just two days before the
war ended. This historic Ueda Airfield is located
where Ueda Chikuma High School now stands.

I was very surprised to learn that there was
an airfield in Ueda City during the war. Many
civilians and military planes were used there,
and it was also used for training Kamikaze
pilots. People at that time lived as best as they
could and did their best for Japan, even in
difficult situations. When I learned about the
history of Ueda Airfield, 1 felt the impact of
how very important peace is today. I hope many
people will learn about the history of this area.

B A% Koharu Takano
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Burnt Zelkova Tree

On the evening of December 9, 1944, Ueda City
experienced its first air raid during World War
II. The school, which was called Chiisagata
Sericulture High School, now Ueda Higashi
High School, was burned down. However, one
large tree survived. Its trunk was burned by the
fire. Historical research shows that an American
soldier from Nagano deliberately dropped bombs
on Tokida Pond near this school. This soldier
cared about his hometown, so he dropped a
bomb on the pond so as not to cause much
damage.

Today, the school still keeps the burnt tree to
remember the event. By visiting the school,
students can learn how war can affect people.
They can also learn the importance of peace.
The burnt tree and the history of the school
help us understand what people endured during
the war. Ueda Higashi High School shows that
history is not only found in books but it is also
around us. It teaches young people to remember
the past and to protect life.

The tree seems to represent both loss and
hope. While it was scarred by fire, it survived,
much like the community, which endured
the devastating event. Having this piece of
history right there at the school allows future
generations to understand the deep impact of
war that goes beyond the pages of textbooks. It
is a reminder that history is not just about dates
and facts, but about real lives and the ongoing
need to work towards peace and understanding.
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Memorial Monument for Yusa’s Family

Warrant Officer Unosuke Yusa was a teacher
who taught young soldiers how to pilot planes
throughout the war. He had a strong sense of
responsibility and was very smart. He was a
very kind person who never hit anyone. He often
said to his students, “When you die, I will die
too. Please entrust your life to me.”

However, three days after the war ended, on August
18th, 1945, Yusa killed himself along with his wife
and daughter at Nekoyama Mountain in Ueda City.
This was because he decided to keep the promise
he made to his students. His then recently born
daughter Hisako lived only 27 days.

After that, the local people built a memorial
monument for Yusa’s family. Every year on
August 18th, the local people gather at the Yusa
family memorial monument and pray.

People can learn from this event that we must
never have war again. We have to care about
peace. I learned about Yusa Unosuke through this
project. When I heard about it for the first time,
I was very sad because he didn’t have to die, but
he killed himself because of his war experience.
I think this event shows what war is. War is very
cruel. In Japan 80 years ago, it was natural that
people died. However, it is difficult for people
living today to imagine the suffering and sadness
that comes with wars. So, I won’t forget that living
in peace is not something to be taken for granted.
And I am grateful for my life.
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